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Winter Update 
Learn About Some of the 2016 Programs  Funded by the API With Your Kind Support 

2016 Artist-in-Residence 

The API was pleased to fund the 2016 Artist-in-Residence, George 

Bumann of Gardner Wyoming.  George, a SUNY ESF graduate, is  

a wildlife sculptor.  He was welcomed with a “meet-the-artist 

reception” on June 30th, which was hosted by the API and attended 

by more than 50 people.  George offered several public workshops 

while in residence and completed many works in clay, watercolor 

and acrylic.  His Doe and Fawn sculpture is currently on display in 

the AIC lobby display case.   

Pictured at right, George and friends enjoy a guide boat ride on Rich 

Lake in Newcomb.  The guide boat interpretation program at the 

Interpretive Center is funded in part by the API.  (Photo by SUNY 

ESF) 

 

Let’s Hear for the Kids! 

Through the Adirondack Park Institute’s (API) Small Grants 

Program, funding was provided to school groups and organizations 

providing the opportunity to visit the Adirondacks.  These groups 

engaged in diverse programs including in-class and outdoor 

activities. Focused programs included such topics as food webs with 

activities that highlighted producers, consumers, and decomposers; 

how animals prepare for winter; an owl program which included a 

night walk; and, an overview of beaver ecology and monitoring.  

Groups from Rochester, Utica, and Albany have taken advantage of 

the program.  Pictured top right, clockwise:  Madison County 4-H 

Group; high school students from the Syracuse area; students 

exploring a beaver dam; and, a 6th grade class learns about the 

natural history of Rich Lake.  (Photos by SUNY ESF) 
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Digital 

Naturalist 

Project  

The digital 

naturalist 

project on the 

AIC trails is 

working to 

demonstrate an 

innovative 

integration of nature and technology using a mobile 

app for smart phones or tablets to mark sightings 

along the trails.   Once uploaded and identified the 

sightings are instantly available on an associated web 

page linked to the AIC, allowing guests to enjoy the 

trails remotely, and to use the web map to guide their 

exploration of the trails when on site. Trail map 

pictured above by SUNY ESF. 
Philosophers Camp 

The 2016 Philosophers Camp honoring  the  intellectual  inquiry  and  

wilderness  immersion conceived by Ralph Waldo Emerson featured 

guided exploration of the 10 Foot Square Hut, the Bhagavad Gita and a 

selection of TS Elliot’s poetry. Each of these works tied to an exploration 

of the human connection to the physical world and the path to 

enlightenment through a closer association with and understanding of the 

natural world. Led by Marianne Patinelli-Dubay of SUNY ESF, pictured 

center on far side of table, the Camps attracted 12 participants from 

across the United States. (Photo SUNY ESF) 

2016 Huntington Lecture Series  

The Adirondack Park Institute was proud to sponsor 

lectures at the Interpretive Center in Newcomb which 

included the following presentations which were free and 

open to the public:  

Ravens and Wolves: The Intelligence of Animals, 

George Bumann, Sculptor and Naturalist; 

30 Years of Atmospheric Monitoring on the Huntington 

Forest, Patrick McHale, Biogeochemist, SUNY ESF; 

Monitoring Tick-borne Diseases in the North Country, 

Dr. LeeAnn Sporn, Professor, Paul Smith’s College; 

Collis P. Huntington and His Relationship with William 

West Durant: Benefactor or Schemer?, Shelia Myers, 

Associate Professor, Cayuga Community College; 

New York Bats: Natural History and Current Status, 

Carl Herzog, Endangered Species Biologist, NYS DEC; 

and, Our Magnificent Milky Way Galaxy, Bob Fisher, 

Amateur Astronomer and Photographer. 

Become an API Member! 

Your generous memberships and donations allow us to fund 

these and other enriching educational programs in the 

Adirondacks. Please consider becoming a member and 

donating today. For more information on how to do this, go to our 

webpage at adkinstitute.org/Membership.  Remember, your donation 

is tax deductible!  

Informal Science Education 

Interpretive Intern 

Samantha McVey was the 

2016 summer intern. Samantha 

was given lead role in 

developing and leading weekly 

outreach programs for the 

Newcomb Youth Program’s 

summer day camp.  Each 

summer the Town of 

Newcomb offers a day camp 

for children ages 6-14. 

Samantha collaborated with the program to provide a two-hour 

educational program in each of four weeks during camp. The partnership 

brought 10-12 campers to the Interpretive Center to learn about natural 

history and ecology with hands-on activities. (Photo by SUNY ESF) 

“Early Adirondack Snow” by Laurel Fitts. 


